
the singing of Jo Jo Jo 

Rama, Nagumo and Man-

gala mavani sudha, all 

compositions of Saint Tya-

garaja, and concluded with 

arathi. 

The programme was at-

tended by about 40 peo-

ple who were treated to 

sumptuous prasada after 

the event. 

Sugam Karnatica marked 

this important occasion ob-

served by all lovers of 

Carnatic music on 19th 

January 2013 at 7.00 p.m.  

The evening started off 

with a short explanation on 

history of Saint Tyagaraja, 

followed by the singing of 

A b h i s h t a 

Varadha Sri 

in ragam 

H a m s a d -

wani. This 

was fol-

lowed by 

the singing 

of the five Pancharatna 

Kritis, namely: 

1. Jagadhanandhakaraka 

(Ragam: Nattai) 

2. Dhudukugala (Ragam: 

Gowlai) 

3. Saadhinchane (Ragam: 

Arabhi) 

4. Kanakana ruch i ra 

(Ragam: Varaali) 

5. Endharo mahanubhaa-

vulu (Ragam: Sri) 

The event continued with 

Tyagaraja Aradhanai celebrations at Sugam Karnatica 

Auditions for Carnatic Stars 2013 

Carnatic Stars 2013 is the 

first of its kind being held 

in Malaysia. The pro-

gramme is being organ-

ized by Vijayaratnam 

Foundation, with Sugam 

Karnatica as the imple-

menting partner. 

Carnatic Stars 2013 is a 5 

month initiative to select 20 children between the ages 

of 10 and 17 years, via 

auditions in Sugam Kar-

natica. The selected chil-

dren will then be person-

ally trained by Vidhwan 

Sri O.S Arun, who is one of 

the leading Carnatic vocal-

ists in current India. (Cont. 

on page 3) 

Tyagaraja Aradhanai cele-
brations at Sugam Karnatica 

Special points of interest: 

 
TYAGARAJA ARADHANAI 

2013 

CARNATIC STARS 2013 

O.S ARUN—PERFORMER 

EXTRODINAIRE 

TYAGARAJA ARADHANAI 
CELEBRATIONS AT SK 

1 

AUDITIONS FOR CARNATIC 
STARS 2013 

1 

SAINT TYAGARAJA 2 

O.S ARUN—PERFORMER 
EXTRAORDINAIRE 

2 

  

  

  

Inside this issue: 

Volume 1           January 2013 

 

 



Thyagaraja Aradhanai is 

an annual festival cele-

brated in honour of Saint 

Tyagaraja (May 4, 1767 - 

January 6, 1847), to mark 

the Samadhi of this exalted 

composer, who is one of the 

Trinity of Carnatic Music. 

The festival is marked by 

the singing of the 

Pancharatna Krithis (English: 

'five gems') which are his 

most popular compositions 

in five ragas. 

To reminisce about his past:  

Born as Kakarla Tya-
gabrahmam in 1767 in 
Tiruvarur, a small town in 
the Thanjavur district of 
Old Madras State, now 
Tamil Nadu, to Kakarla 
Ramabrahmam and Si-
tamma in a Telugu Brahmin 
family, he was named Tya-
garaja, after Lord Tyaga-
raja, the presiding deity of 
the temple at Tiruvarur. 
Tyagaraja was born at his 
maternal grandfather, 
Giriraja Kavi's house. 
Giriraja Kavi was a poet-

composer in the court of the 
king of Thanjavur. 
  
Tyagaraja began his musi-
cal training under Sonti 
Venkataramanayya, a 
noted music scholar, at an 
early age. He regarded 
music as a way to experi-
ence God's love. His objec-
tive while practising music 

was purely devotional, as 
opposed to focusing on the 
technicalities of classical 
music. He also showed a 

flair for composing music, 
and, in his teens, composed 
his first song Namo Namo 
Raghavayya in the Desika 
Todi ragam, and inscribed 
it on the walls of his house. 
  
Tyagaraja was married at 
a young age to Par-
vatamma, who died shortly 
afterwards. He then mar-
ried Kamalamba and they 
had a daughter named 
Sitalakshmi. 
 
 A few years later, his guru 
Sonti Venkataramanayya 
invited Tyagaraja to per-
form at his house in Thanja-
vur. On that occasion, Tya-
garaja sang Endaro Ma-
haanubhavulu, the fifth of 
the Pancharatna Krithis. 
Pleased with Tyagaraja's 
composition, Sonti Venkata-
ramanayya informed the 
King of Thanjavur about 
Tyagaraja's genius. The 
king sent an invitation, 
along with many rich gifts, 
inviting Tyagaraja to at-
tend the royal court.  
(Cont on pg 4) 

 O.S. Vaidyanathan or Arun, 
as he is more popularly 
called, is undoubtedly one 
of the most gifted Carnatic 
Musicians in the Country. He 
is known for his sonorous 
voice that he wields with 
much confidence and musi-
cal personality and which 
he employs in tandem with 
his superior stagemanship. 

Saint Tyagaraja—Shining Gem of Carnatic Music 

O.S Arun—Performer Extraordinaire 
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“In his teens, 

he composed 

his first song 

Namo Namo 

Raghavayya 

in the Desika 

Todi ragam, 

and 

inscribed it 

on the walls 

of his house.” 

Sri O.S. Arun inherits the 
mantle of singing from a 
family where music has 
been a way of life. Arun 
was given to Carnatic Mu-
sic in the Parivar Param-
para, and he began his 
music lessons under the 
careful ear of his father 
Vidwan O.V. Subrama-
niam.       (Cont on page 3) 



 (Cont from page 1) 

Two audition sessions were 

held at Sugam Karnatica, 

on 13th January 2013 and 

24th January 2013. The 

judges for both audition 

sessions were Mrs Gayathri 

Sri Vadivale (vocalist and 

violinist), Mr Vijayakumar 

Balchand (vocalist) and Ms 

S u j i t r a  J a y a s e e l a n 

(vocalist). 

Both the sessions saw the 

participation of 55 chil-

dren, out of which 20 chil-

dren were successful in 

passing the auditions and 

were selected to be a part 

of Carnatic Stars 2013. 

The Carnatic Stars 2013 

participants are: 

1. Aparna Prasad 

2. Darika Shree 

3. Dhanieya Luxshmi 

Gunalan 

4. Dhanya Lakshmi Vick-

naraj 

5. Kaushik P. M. Mahesan 

6. Kayilainaathar Shan-

mugam 

7. Naren Sivalingam 

8. Naveen Shanmugaveil 

9. Pranavee Pushpan-

gathan 

10. Rajarajeswary Karti-

geyan 

11. Sakthi Easwaren Karti-

geyan 

12. Sharmita Sivalingam 

13. Suhaasri Batumalai 

14. Suvarna Shanmugaveil 

15. T h e v a n t h i r a n 

Vasuthevan 

16. Tickshnapreiya Ravin-

dran 

17. Vassundra Nair Murali 

18. Vathennie Vasudeva 

19. Veena Logenthiran 

20. Vishnudev Indran  

Auditions for Carnatic Stars 2013  
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“Sri O.S 
Arun’s Music 

has 
combined 
grace of 

sound 
grammar 

and warmth 
of feeling.”  

O.S Arun 

(Cont from page 2) 
 
Sri O.S Arun later quali-
fied Alankar Purna from 
Gandharva Mahavidya-
laya. He also topped the 
Sangeetha Shironmani 
diploma course in Car-
natic music conducted by 
the Faculty of Music and 
Fine Arts at Delhi Univer-
sity.  
 
Known for its vitality, 
Vidhwan Sri O.S. Arun’s 
music has combined 
grace of sound grammar 
and warmth of feeling. 
He also has a wide rep-

ertoire of songs, which 
has earned him a keen 
following. 
 
Vidhwan Sri O.S Arun is 
hailed as one of the most 
versatile singers of our 
time, who is original, 
fearless, innovative and 
is known as the Prince 
Charming of Carnatic 
music.  

 



tion with his Lord, went on 
pilgrimages to all the major 
temples in South India and 
composed many songs in 
praise of the deities of 
those temples. 

 (Cont from page 2) 

 
Tyagaraja, however 

was not inclined towards 
a career at the 

court and rejected 
the invitation out-

right, composing 
another gem of a kriti, 
Nidhi Chala Sukhama 
(English: "Does wealth 
bring happiness?") on 

this occasion. Angered at 
Tyagaraja's rejection of the 
royal offer, his brother 
threw the statues of Rama 
that Tyagaraja used in his 
prayers into the nearby 
Kaveri river. Tyagaraja, 
unable to bear the separa-

Often overlooked is the 
fact that Tyagaraja's works 
are some of the best and 
most beautiful literary ex-
pressions in Telugu lan-
guage. Valmiki composed 
the Ramayana, the story of 
Rama, with 24,000 verses 
and incidentally Tyagaraja 
also composed 24,000 kri-
tis in praise of the Lord. 
 
Tyagaraja attained 
samadhi on January 6, 
1847, aged 80. 

 

Saint Tyagaraja—Shining Gem of Carnatic Music 

50, Jln 16/6,  

Section 16, 43000 

Petaling Jaya, 

Phone: 

+6012.233.9356 

 

E-mail: 

admin@sugamkarnatica.org 

We’re on the Web! 

www.sugamkarnatica.org 

Sugam Karnatica is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the development 
of children by using the components of performing arts and the deep Indian cul-
tural science of wisdom. All activities in Sugam Karnatica use performing arts as 
its base to impart positive development like discipline, dedication and determi-
nation in the young. We believe these values will enhance the chances of the 
child excelling in any endeavour undertaken. The school offers children lessons in 
Indian cultural music, life skills via its after school enrichment programs, camps 
and its Sugam Sunday School. 
 

“Enriching Lives by experiencing the treasures of a profound heritage” 

Sugam 

Karnatica 

Look out for our February issue 

for more updates of Carnatic 

Stars 2013! 


